










Donations
 
To Our Donors
 

We in the Department of Geosciences want to take this opportunity to thank those alumni who have
 
supported the department through financial donations. Through the years, this support has been
 
instrumental in fueling the growth of the department and enhancing the educations of many, many
 
students.
 

Our top priorities are scholarship funds that can provide aid to students pursuing graduate degrees.
 
A recent study by the Pew Charitable Trusts indicates that the average student in Nebraska public
 
universities finishes their undergraduate degree with an average of $17,792 in student debt. Graduate
 
school expenses can easily double this level of debt. We in the department try to help as many students
 
as possible go on to graduate study with both teaching and research assistantships. These assistantship
 
funds can only be stretched so far, however, before we lose out in the competition for top graduate
 
students. Graduate fellowships funded by alumni donations help us to remain competitive while still
 
funding as many students as possible.
 

We feel that educating the next generation of geoscientists is the most important mission of the 
Department, and we hope that you will agree to help us in this effort. 

David K.Watkins 

Hydrogeology Fellowship - Significant progress was made in the last year. The four funds that have 
been combined for the Hydrogeology Fellowship currently generate an income of about $12,000 
at current rates. The first Hydrogeology Fellowship awardee (Melaney Towerton), graduated this 
year. We were able to partially fund a second student this year (Francia Olaguera). We are a bit short 
of having an annual income that will enable the Hydrogeology Fellowship to operate completely 
independent of departmental help, but we are almost there. We can finish the job by donating to Fund 
7235. 

Meteorology Fellowship - The Alumni Advisory Board has established the goal to set up a self­
sustaining Meteorology Graduate Fellowship to help attract top students to our department. Donors 
interested in contributing to the Meteorology Fellowship should designate their gifts for Fund 7264. 

Geology Alumni Fellowship - Competition for the best graduate students in Geology is fierce. This 
fund (Fund 1020) will allow us to make better offers and stretch the other assistantship money farther. 

In addition to the specific Fellowship Funds, untargeted contributions may be made to: 

Geosciences Development Fund - This provides relatively unrestricted funds that can be used to 
enhance educational and operational opportunities for the department. The program of renovation 
needed to convert the new space in Bessey Hall into useable teaching and research labs will have to be 
funded largely from this fund. You can help us in this effort by donating to Fund 1021. 

Please make your check out to "University of Nebraska Foundation" and address to: 
Department of Geosciences 
214 Bessey Hall 
University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, NE 68588-0340 
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