
New Conference Room 
The department conference room was 

relocated this past summer to make room 
for Dr. Priscilla Grew's return to the De­
partment following her term as Vice 
Chancellor for Research. The new con­
ference room is located in the southwest 
corner of the first floor of Bessey Hall 
(room 109) and is nearly twice the size of 
our old conference room. This has al­
lowed us to purchase a larger conference 
table and enough chairs to seat the in­
creased number of faculty at faculty meet­
ings. In addition to the new table and 
more comfortable chairs, several club 
chairs are situated in one corner for small, 
informal discusions. A small in-counter 
sink and cabinets have been built into an­
other corner, allowing us to utilize this . 
room for receptions and other small gath­
erings. A large (nearly 11 feet long) oak 
bookcase occupies one wall of the confer­
ence room. The top sections of this case 
have glass doors which will allow us to 
use it as a display case in the future. 
Whiteboards and retractable projection 
screens occupy one end wall so that the 
room can be used for seminars and small 
classes. Large prints of the winning en­
tries from our first photo contest (see 
separate article in this Newsletter) adorn 
the walls, adding splashes of color to the 
room. 

Make sure you stop and see our new 
accommodations on your next visit to 
campus. Clint Rowe 
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that sedimentary geology was an area of 
existing strength which might prove attrac­

. live to top candidates and which, when 
v<...,~"(. added to, would significantly imp!"Q~~the 

\~-.~ ~~!!..<?r:t~ls.tatJJr~the prograI!'!~/Se_~~~l!r~ 
v~::t@.!!mnHook oxer .!!:ten) Mr. and Mrs. 
i\i..~ Coffman came forth as the major donors, 
",-(}:~ and additional gifts and pledges from goo­
... alums Chris Christensen, MarIan Downey, 

Adolf Honkala, Don Irwin, Larry Jones, 
and Wade Turnbull quickly put us over the 
top, with Larry Jones doubling as donor 
and chief catalyst. This was a remarkable 
show of support for the Department and 
University, one that we in the department 
are still grinning and shaking our heads 
about. 

We are hopeful that the new Coffman 
Chair will be with us by Fall 2000, a splen­
did way to begin the first academic year of 
the new millenium. 

Fluvial Sedimentology Conference 
The Department of Geosciences will host the 7th International Conference on 

Fluvial Sedimentology, which will be held at the UNL Student Union from August 6­
10,2001. This conference will bring together 300-400 scientists from 40-50 countries, 
with interests that range from field study of Proterozoic placers to numerical model­
ling of sediment transport. Past conferences in this series have been held in Calgary, 
Alberta (1977), Keele, England (1981), Fort Collins, Colorado (1985), Barcelona, 
Spain (1989), Brisbane, Australia (1993), and Cape Town, South Africa (1997). Del­
egates at Cape Town chose Lincoln as the venue for 2001 in spite of stiff competition 
from The Netherlands and Argentina. 

The conference will include four days of oral presentations and poster sessions, 
with an intervening day off for short courses and visiting local sites of interest. Each 
day of technical sessions will include specialized symposia on currently hot topics in 
fluvial Sedimentology. Poster sessions will take place in the ballroom during the lunch 
hour as well as after the oral sessions have ended. 

Pre- and post-meeting field trips have been important to all conferences in this 
series, and the 2001 meeting will be no exception. Planned excursions to look at an­
cient rocks include Pennsylvanian fluvial and estuarine successions from Kentucky to 
Kansas, Cretaceous strata of the Western Interior foreland in Utah, Cenozoic strata of 
the Wyoming intermontane basins and the western Great Plains, and Cretaceous strata 
of the Alberta foreland. Quaternary and modern trips include the Nebraska Sand Hills 
and Platte River, the lower Niobrara River, the Lower Mississippi Valley, the Texas 
Gulf Coastal Plain, and the lower Sasketchewan River. 

A number of Geosciences faculty will play roles in organizing this important
 
event. These include Mike Blum, Bob Diffendal, Dave Loope, Joe Mason, Norm
 
Smith, and Jim Swinehart.
 

Mike Blum 

My SOARS Experience 
This past summer I was one of nineteen students selected to live in Boulder, CO,
 

and work at the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) as a SOARS
 
protege. SOARS stands for "Significant Opportunities in Atmospheric Research and
 
Science," and it was designed to encourage undergraduate students from under-repre­

sented groups in the atmospheric and related sciences to pursue graduate study and re­

search. In a lO-week summer program, I
 
worked with scientists at NCAR and conducted
 
my own research project. I was assigned four
 
mentors (scientific research, scientific writing,
 
community, and peer) that were my guides as I
 
entered the NCAR community and scientific
 
research world. There was also an 8-week
 
writing workshop that allowed students to im­

prove their scientific writing skills. Once a stu­

dent has completed the first summer in the pro­

gram (as an undergraduate), he/she has the op­
portunity to continue in the program for up to 
four Summers. The opportunities and support 
that SOARS provides are incredible. After one 
summer, I walked away with a completed re­
search paper, ideas for future research projects, 
improved computer skills, and tons of new 
friends from all over the United States and 
Puerto Rico. It was a great experience for me 
to really see what science research is all about, 
and now I know that I definitely want to be a 
research meteorologist. For more information .... June 10, 1999: Outside Strasburg, CO on 
about the SOARS program visit: http:// 1·70. this storm was the greenest storm I have 
www.fin.ucar.edu/soars eyer seen, and )'85, It was Yery wind)'. The gust 

front from this storm was kicking up a lot of 
dust and produced some brief "gustnadoes". 
this storm also produced softball-sized hail, 
lucid)' we didn't witness It. 

Sarah Tessendorf 
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