
1997 field season include collecting the most 
complete known skeleton of a Pleistocene 
Stegomastodon (found by a farmer near 
Trenton, Nebraska) and discovery of a new 

.latest Miocene site and associated ash bed near 

Bassett, Nebraska. 
Studies on fossil rabbits, beavers, and four­

tusk elephants were published or completed 
this year and I gave the keynote address at the 
Taphonomy Symposium at the Society of 
Vertebrate Paleontology Annual Meeting in 

Chicago (Oct. 1997). 

David K. Watkins
 
Professor
 

1997 was an eventful year for me and my 

students. The year opened in Barbados, where 
Mary Anne Holmes, my doctoral student Jean 

Self-Trail, and I boarded the JOIDES Resolu­
tion to drill the Blake Nose, about 200 miles of 
the east coast of northern Aorida. Our mission 
to recover a well preserved record of mid­
Cretaceous through Paleogene pelagic 
sediments deposited at intermediate water 
depths was a roaring success. A stunning mid­
Cretaceous record of maximum Greenhouse 
conditions was recovered from several sites. In 
addition, a well preserved sequence of Eocene 
siliceous ooze and chalks ~ontains all the 
elements necessary to all"ow integration of 
calcareous and siliceous plankton biostratigra­
phies with isotopic, geochronologic, and 
cyclostratigraphic correlations. New graduate 
student (and recent Phi Beta Kappa initiate) 
Denise Kulhanek will be working with these 
sections for her Master's thesis project. Finally, 
we recovered a series ofsplendid Cretaceous/ 
Tertiary boundary sections that include a 

beautiful sequence oflowermost Paleocene 
strata documenting the recovery of the 

biosphere from the extinction.These will be 
the subject of part ofJean Self-Trail's disserta­
tionwork. 

The rest of Spring semester was a blur, 
with four classes taught including the new 
Honors section of Historical Geology. I served 
as trusty(?) companion to CarlVondra at the 
Field Camp this summer.The ten UNL 
students acquitted themselves well, with several 
of them placing in the top tier of the class. 

Much of the fall was taken up with the 
bureaucratic curriculum chores necessitated by 

merging the meteorology/climatology program 

with geology. However, I was able to spend a 

week at Shell Offihore, Inc. in New Orleans 

giving a short-course on Cretaceous calcareous 
nannofossils. I also obtain funding from Amoco 

for work next year on mid-Cretaceous 
nannofossil paleoecology. Speaking of Shell, 

they have managed to fully occupy doctoral 
student Debra Beck's time with consulting. As 
a result, she is seldom seen in the department. 
Oh well, I can't knock success. 

William Wayne 
Emeritus Professor 

As an emeritus professor, I have been able 
to continue working with students who started 
with me several years ago. I had the pleasure of 
supervising Mary Bisbee through her MS 
program and thesis; she received her degree in 
August. From September 29 to November 17 
Jose Astre, a PhD student from the National 
University of Salta (Argentina) on whose 
committee lam serving, came to Lincoln as a 
visiting scholar to work with me on some 
aspects of urban geology, the subject of his 
dissertation. One of our activities was to 

participate in a workshop in the Department of 

Community and Regional Planning, in which 
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we provided the students with geologic 
information related to their project and help 
them learn to use the information. 

On September 6, with the help of two 
former students, Greg Westphal and Doyle 
Peterson of HWS, I set up and ran for the 
Nebraska Geological Society a revised version 
of the Engineering Geology of Lincoln field 
trip originally scheduled for the regional GSA 
meeting (but canceled). 

Early in the year I submitted to the journal 

Geomorphology a paper on a Holocene rockfall 
dam on one of the rivers in Salta Province, 

Argentina, and currently am revising it to 

resubmit to the journal. 

V"daly A. Zlotnik 
Professor 

My PhD student, Brian Zurbuchen, and I 

were invited to participate in a field study on 
the variability of hydraulic conductivity in 
German aquifers. We planned the field work at 
the Horkheimer Inzel site (north from 
Stuttgart) in the Neckar River Valley. This site 
belongs to the Institute ofApplied Geology, 
University of Tuebingen. Brian and I traveled 
with about 350 kg of equipment and other 
materials. Department covered travel expenses 
to Germany, and University of Tuebingen 
provided us with a mini-van, a driver­
interpreter, and a technician. Every day we 
drove 125 km one way from Tuebingen to the 
site and back and· worked under continuous 

("din. After the field component of th~ trip, I 
visited the Swiss Federal Institute of Technol­
ogy, Zurich, and gave a talk about our 
experimental program at UNL and some 
theQretical implications. This presentation 

received a very warm reception. 
The results were rewarding both in a 

theoretical and practical sense. We found clear 

confll:mation of scale dependency of hydraulic 
conductivity statistics at this well characterized 

site. Our methodology (dipole flow test and 

multi-level slug test) can be used in conditions 

when standard pumping tests fail or require 

excessive pumping. The equipment worked 

flawlessly, even the meticulous Germans praised 
it. These unique results will be presented at the 
Fall meeting ofAmerican Geophysical Union 
this year followed by papers describing our 
joint work. 

After getting back to Lincoln, we worked 
on two sites in Nebraska and Kansas injuly 
and. August. And, back to school. 
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Adolf U. Honkala, M.S. 1949 
AIPG Honorary Membership 

Adolf Honkala was presented with the Honorary Membership Award of 
the American Institutes of Professional Geologists for having an exemplary 
record of distingurished service to the profession and to the Institute. In 
1961 Adolf Honkala helped organize the Virginia Association of Profes­
sional Geologist, which three years later after the establishment of AIPG 
became the Virginia Section of AIPG. Ad Honkala from the foundations to 
this day has been a very active member including serving as President of 
the Institute in 1973. 
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Ad Honkala works with engineering geology and industrial minerals 

and is currently serving on the Department of Geosciences Alumni Advi­
sory Board. For Rusell Slayback's full dedication please see The Profes­
sional Geologist, December 1997 pages 32 - 33. 

In Memory of Don Fairchild 
July, 21997 
Don Fairchild died at his ranch near Springview, Nebraska, of an apparent 
heart attack. B.S. 1960, Alumni Advisory Board Class 1997. 

If you wish to be included in the Department of Geosciences Alumni Directory, please send your information to us or visit our 
website at http://www.unl.edu/geology/alumnljalumhome.html 

Below is an example of the alumni information on our web page. 
You may email, fax or send by regular mail your information. If you can't access this directory via the web, please call Geoscience 
Department.402 472- 2663 

Robert H. Blodgett 
M.S. 1972 
Austin Community College 
(512) 223-4892 voice, 
rbodget@austin,cc.tx.us 
4106 Burner Road 
Austin TX 78756-3629 

David L. Brumbaugh 
B.S. 1974 
Phillips Petroleum Company 
590 P Plaza Office Bldg. 
Bartlesville OK 74004 
(918) 661-6519 voice 
(918) 661-5250 fax 
dlbrumb@sparC?5.ppco,com 

Home:· 4506 SE Stonehenge Dr 
Bartlesville OK 74006 
(918) 333-S275 

James Bruce (J.B.) Coffman 
B.S. 1950 
Pres. & CEO, Aminoil, Inc. (Re­
tired) 
Chair and CEO J.B. Coffman and 
Associates, Inc. 
511 Barker's Cove 
Houston, Texas 77079 
713-78SC5887 Aminoil, 
281-589-1077 JB Coffman 
281-589-9660 fax 
Home:281-493-1129 

Philip L. Davidson 
B.S. 1956 
Self employed oil & gas con­
sultant, investments, "crises 
mgmT' 
1513 600 bldg. 
Corpus Christi TX 78473 
(512)884-9296 
(512) 882·9071 fax 

Home: P.O. Box 8476 
Horseshoe Bay TX.78657 
(210) 598-2349 
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