






Quarry Ceremony to Honor Famed Paleontologis~ 
quarry with her husband and their

By Fred Thomas children, Fritz, then 2, and Barbara, 
WorkHlerald Staff Writer, almost 4, in the summerof1935. " 

. "We only had water in cream cans, 
A widely known Nebraskan will ~ she said. "The child,ren were never a 

toasted at a party on th~edge?f a fossil ,problem. Somehow, in the outdoors, 
quarry in the Sand Hills Fnday eve- theybehavedthemselves." 
ning. .., .' The next two years, the Skinners 

Several guests.will chmb down ~to lived' near Burge Quarry in a trailer 
Burge Quarry, m ~e Snake River house Skinner had made, while other 
Canyon about 23 mil~ southwe~t, of crew members and, their families 
Valentine, Neb., and bnng up fOS:Slls to stayed in tents. ' 
place around a bronze plaque~edicate,d Mrs. Skinner,saidber favorite fossil 
to the memory of paleontolOgJst Moms from the quarry was an "old mare with 
Skinner of Ainsworth, Neb. . its about-to-be-bomcolt in the pelvic 

Representatives of the Amencan Mu- region. ' 
seum of Natural HiStory in, New York "The baby w~ SO complete its baby 
City, the University of Nebraska State teeth were there. It was in perfect 
Museum, friendS and family will eat a condition," she said., The mare •.was 
cat~red meal near the .quarry, then missing only one tooth. 
dedicate the plaque" which has ~ The pickUp truck,was a key part of 
placed on a concrete marker on a hill Skinner's work for years. Skiiirier had 
overlooking the quarry. installed two transmissions, So it could 

Skinner's 1928 model A F?rd pickup, pull a scraper backward and forward 
converted to scrape away soil to expose easily. 
fossils, will be parked nearby on a The truck was variously called 
flatbed truck. Whoopee, The' Iron Mule, Lula ~lle 

Skinner overcame dyslexia' to be- and Maudie, and "had ~, nature of its 
come an internationally known paleon- own," Mrs. Skinnersaid. , 
tOlogist. He worked'as a.curator for the After Skinner retired,'he parked the 
American MuseUm for more than 50 truck in a pa~re. Mrs. Skinnersaid she 
years. He received an honorary degree ~orris Skinner ••• overcamedys1exia. 'had It restored after Skinher'sdeath. 
from the University of Nebraska-Lin- Mrs. Skinner said she has not been 
coin in U178. , to the American Museum for study and into the Burge Quarrysipce the mid-

Dr. Cleve Trimble of Valentine, who safekeeping. 1950s., , 
owns the quarry and lives nearby, and The several thousand specimens in- SheandSkinnerdrt>v.~.withDr. Trim-
others have organized Friday's tribute eluded three-toed 'horses"rhinos and ble tothe,quarry last fall; and the three 
to Skinner; who died last December at mastedons from the late'rertiary peri- discussed the significance of the, site. 
age 83. od. But Skinner, who had been ill, was 

They chose Burge Quarry because Burge Quarry "was one of Morris' unable to climb, and Mrs, Skinner found 
Skinnerand his associates uncovered SO faVOrites," Marie Skinner said Wednes- the going too slippery. 
many , significant "lo-million-year-old day of her late husband. She said she may try to enter, the 
fossils there in the 1930s and took them She recalled living in a tent near the quarry Friday eVening. ' 

SCENES FROM THE PAST
 

Dr. Robert Hunt, Dr. David Loope, and Rob Skolnick ('85) collecting mammal 
tracks at the Pine Ridge Escarpment. 
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Dr. Bill Wayne's 1988 Urban Geology class (4811881) at the Plansmouth 
railroad cut looking at piping in one of the benches in a loess deposit. 



Faculty photo-1978. Sitting: Samuel Ii. Treves, Robert M. Hunt. and William I. Wayne. Standing: Peter McCabe. Darryll T. Pederson, Robert B. Nelson, Russ 
Smith, I.A. Fagerstrom. and Art Merkle. . 

Matt loeckel ('85) and Dan Weed ('84) in the LQne Mountain area for field 
camp in Eureka, Nevada. 
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Dale Busch ('82) in the field. Canyonlands, Utah. 
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